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2026Two countries, two systems
UK vs  Bra zil: The  Big  Pic ture


Sheet0

				UK		Brazil

		Interest Rates		~4–5% mortgage rates		~10–15%+ mortgage rates

		Typical Deposit		5–20% (as low as 5%)		20–30% required

		Max Loan to Value		Up to 95%		~70% of property value

		Loan Term		25 years (up to 40)		10–30 years

		Rate Type		Fixed 2–5 yr deals common		Indexed to SELIC/IPCA

		Government Scheme
		Mortgage Guarantee Scheme		FGTS (savings fund)







2026The investor mindset
Sa m e  g oa l. V e ry d iffe re nt ins tinc ts .

In the  UK, p e op le  us e  the  s ys te m . 

In Bra zil, p e op le  p rote c t the m s e lve s  from  the  
s ys te m .


Sheet0

				UK		Brazil

		Buying a Home		Property = long-term financed asset		Property = security & stability

		As an Investment		"Is this the best use of my capital?"		"Concrete doesn't disappear."

		Retirement		Pension is the retirement engine		Property & fixed income are the plan








2026Common pitfalls
6  Thing s  Tha t C a tc h Bra zilia n Buye rs  Off G ua rd

No UK Credit History  — Your Bra zilia n Se ra s a  s c ore  is  invis ib le  to UK le nd e rs
Foreign Income Complexity  — Ma ny le nd e rs  a p p ly a  ha irc ut or re je c t BRL inc om e

Stamp Duty (SDLT)  — Surc ha rg e s  s ta c k — c a n re a c h 17%+ on s e c ond  hom e s

Deposit Source Checks  — Full AML p a p e r tra il re q uire d  — s ta rt 3– 6  m onths  e a rly

No Agreement in Principle  — Offe rs  ig nore d  without AIP — g e t one  b e fore  vie wing

Leasehold vs Freehold  — Bra zil ha s  no e q uiva le nt — a lwa ys  c he c k the  le a s e  
le ng th



2026Stamp Duty — SDLT
The  Ta x Tha t Surpris e s  Eve ryone

0– 12% Standard SDLT — a p p lie s  to a ll b uye rs  on a  s lid ing  s c a le

+5% Additional Property Surcharge  — if you own p rop e rty a nywhe re  in the  world

+2% Non - UK Resident Surcharge  — if und e r 18 3 d a ys  in the  UK in the  p a s t 12 m onths

Real Example: £600,000 property (second home, non - resident)

SDLT bill: £60,000+



2026Your Action Plan

Open a UK bank account now — Sta rt b uild ing  your c re d it file  

Get an Agreement in Principle (AIP)  — Know your b ud g e t b e fore  vie wing . 

Budget for SDLT early — G e t a  s ta m p  d uty q uote  b e fore  m a king  offe rs  

Use a specialist mortgage broker  — Not a ll b roke rs  und e rs ta nd  fore ig n inc om e  &  
non- UK c re d it. 

Use a currency specialist — For la rg e  BRL→G BP tra ns fe rs  us e  W is e , OFX or Mone yc orp  

Gather deposit documents early  — Ba nk s ta te m e nts , ta x re turns , c onve rs ion re c ord s  

Disclose overseas property & debt  — It a ffe c ts  your UK b orrowing  c a p a c ity .

Check lease length on flats  — Anything  und e r 8 0  ye a rs  is  a  re d  fla g  
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